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Zbyněk Mucha has been enrolled in a PhD programme at the Institute of Asian Studies, Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague, since 2018. He obtained his undergraduate and graduate degrees in Indian Studies with a specialisation in the Bengali language. As a student in the Master’s programme (2016-2018), he participated in a research project “Chapters from the Life of Tibetans” (funded by the Grant Agency of Charles University) as a team member and was also awarded further funding to conduct research in Bangladesh. 

Zbyněk’s PhD dissertation explores migration brokers’ role in the Bangladeshi migration to Central Europe, specifically Czechia and Poland. Besides his alma mater, as a Sylff fellow (Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund, Tokyo Foundation for Policy Research, 2019-2021), he studied at leading European universities, including Oxford University (2020), the University of Bonn (2019-2020), and the University of Warsaw (2020-2021).

In addition to research, Zbyněk has been participating in diverse public outreach activities, namely popularisation of current issues related to migration, Bangladesh and Tibet via various online platforms (TV, edited websites, a blog on social media), public lectures and debates and public presentations of a student-led project Online Encyclopedia of Migration. He also has four years of experience as a social media manager and online marketing specialist in numerous public organisations and private companies, including a private educational institution, a political party and several non-governmental organisations.

RESEARCH INTERESTS
History of migration in the Bay of Bengal, Contemporary migration from Bangladesh to Europe, Digital migration studies and ethnography, Migration brokerage, Migration policies, Human smuggling and trafficking

PUBLICATIONS
2019. Jandáček, P., Hanker, M., Rýznár, A., and Z. Mucha. The Chapters from the Life of Tibetans. Karolinum Press: Prague.  Accessible from:  https://karolinum.cz/en/books/jandacek-chapters-from-life-of-tibetans-22475 
2017. Hanker, M., Jandáček, P., Rýznár, A. a Z. Mucha. “Brány země a nebe: Ochranné předměty na tibetských domech [The Gates of Earth and Heaven – Protective Objects on Tibetan Houses]”. Nový Orient, 72 (3): 48-57. Accessible from: https://www.academia.edu/35685560/Brány_země_a_nebes_ochranné_předměty_na_tibetských_domech_Protective_Objects_on_Tibetan_Houses 

OTHER ONLINE PUBLICATIONS
2022a. Mucha, Z. “Political performance and migration in Visegrad countries between 2015 and 2019”. [online blog] (under review).
2022b. Mucha, Z. “The romanticization of lived reality under the totalitarian régime”. Rev. of Dark Red Forest, dir. Jin Huaqing (China, 2021). (under review)
2020a. Mucha, Z. “Migrace z Bangladéše do Evropské Unie [Migration from Bangladesh to the European Union]”. In Online Encyclopaedia of Migration. Encyclopedic entry. Accessible from: https://www.encyclopediaofmigration.org/migrace-z-bangladese-do-evropske-unie/
2020b. Mucha, Z. “Migrační infrastruktura [Migration Infrastructure]”. In Online Encyclopaedia of Migration. Encyclopedic entry. Accessible from:  https://www.encyclopediaofmigration.org/migracni-infrastruktura/
2018. Mucha, Z. “Bella Italia. Co láká Bangladéšany na Apeninský poloostrov? [Bella Italia. What Attracts Bangladeshis to the Apennine Peninsula?]” Migraceonline.cz. Accessible from: https://migraceonline.cz/cz/e-knihovna/bella-italia-co-laka-bangladesany-na-apeninsky-poloostrov 
2018. Golasovká, K. Svědectví z uprchlického tábora Rohingů [The Testimony from the Rohingyas refugee camp]. iRozhlas [interview]. Accessible from: https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-svet/rohingove-banglades-uprchliky-tabor-zbynek-mucha-video-rozhovor-genocida-adra-su_1809081625_gol 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
2021. International PhD Students Conference [online] Dillemas of Modernity: 200 Hundreds Years of Central European Cultures and Societies (May 20-22, 2021). University of Warsaw, Poland. Paper: “Migration Brokers and Bangladeshis in the Czech Republic”.
2019. International conference South Asia Day (June 28, 2019). University of Bonn, Germany. Paper: “The Informal Aspects of Migration Industry in Bangladesh”.
2018. Conference Asian Studies as an Interdisciplinary Subject (December 12, 2018). Department of Asian Studies, Metropolitan University in Prague, Czech Republic. Paper: “Migrace z Bangladéše do Evropy: Užití kvalitativního dotazování a zakotvené teorie”. [Migration from Bangladesh to Europe: Usage of Qualitative Interviews and Grounded theory].
2018. International Workshop Bangladesh – Surrounded by Water (November 12, 2018). Palacký University in Olomouc, Czech Republic. Paper: “Migration from Bangladesh to Europe”.
2018. 5th International Congress of Bengal Studies (January 25-28, 2018). Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh. Paper: “Atiśa Dīpaṃkara Śrījñāna’s (982 - 1054 A.D.) Royal Origin in the Chandra Dynasty of Vaṇgalā”.

COURSES TAUGHT 
Optional Bengali language course (tutorium) at the Department of South Asian Studies, University of Bonn. 

OTHER SELECTED ACTIVITIES
2018, Oct. Organizer of public debate “Rohingyas: Testimony from Bangladesh” at Forum 2000 in cooperation with ADRA Czech Republic and Online Encyclopaedia of Migration. Prague, Student’s Club Celetná.
2018 – 2019. Lecturer of Bengali language in a private language school.
2017 – 2019. Member of the board of Online Encyclopaedia of Migration – online platform promoting research-based knowledge on migration-related issues. OEM is also a member organization of Consortium of Migrants Assisting Organizations (Prague, Czech Republic)

SELECTED SUMMER SCHOOLS, TRAININGS AND DIPLOMAS
2021. Lectures and workshops Migration Days (May 17-22, 2021) organized by the 4EU+ University Alliance [online]. 
2018. Workshop STEPS Project – Survival Toolkit: Populism, Radicalisation and the Response of education (June 12-15, 2018) organized by the international network of non-governmental organizations (DARE Network). Nafplio, Greece. 
2017. Summer School on Migration 2017 (August 27 -September 3, 2017) organized by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Faculty of Science of Charles University in Prague. Prague, Czech Republic.
2017. TOIndia Summer School: Politics, Development and Social Change in Contemporary India (June 3-7, 2017). University of Turin, Italy. 
2017. Diploma course accredited by the Czech Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports “Applied Diplomacy: Specialist in International Relations and Service” at the Diplomatic Academy. Prague, Czech Republic, February – May 2017.
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